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We are grateful for your support

Letter from the President
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Spring time Volunteers 
needed!

 If you would like to volunteer  
contact either or both:

Land Manager, Victor Illichmann
Sunny Peace Prairie Project 
Manager, Norm Aulabaugh

Green-Rock Audubon continues to receive  
generous contributions for our work. Thanks to 
the following people who have given gifts and 
memberships since June 2019.

Sharon Bishop, Dave Dummer, Roberta  
Fitzsimmons (memorial), Pheasants  
Forever, Lois Allen (memorial), Pete Lamar, 
Kevin & Carol Endres, Penny & Gary Shack-
elford, Susan Lehnhardt, Kathryn Robinson, 
Ed & Susan Madere, Angela Schmidt, Denise  
VanFleet, Joel Peterson, Gail Vick, Harold & Doris 
Robb, Norm & Carol Aulabaugh, Peter Figi, 
Rodney Van Deventer, Bruce & Eva Kuzmanich,  
Annabelle Collins, Joanne Anderson, Dean & Jayne  

Paynter, Cindy Vaughn, Tim Krause,  
Elizabeth Babler, Shana & Nathan Sies, Kelly & Jill  
McCafferty, Phil & Olive Holmes, Phil & Nancy 
Kress, David & Sarah Aslakson, Art & Grace 
Burns, Neil & Kay Deupree, David Burwell, Chuck 
Goldstein, Kathy McKillips, Richard Thurner.

We also appreciate the annual grants from 
the Gibbs Foundation and the Tom O’Brien  
Foundation and our annual rental income from 
those who farm our land while we work on  
restoration.  

Since June, we have received over $15,000.  It’s 
a great start toward covering the cost of acquiring 
the property at 6400 W Cleophas Rd.

Last summer GRAS board members partici-
pated in 3 different sessions of strategic plan-
ning with Angela Schmidt from Northern Illinois 
Center for Nonprofit Excellence during our board 
meetings. Through these sessions we explored in 
depth where we’ve come from, what we’re doing 
currently, and where we are going as an organiza-
tion. Part of these sessions included how we can 
strengthen GRAS through committee work and 
how to successfully form those committees. In 
order to grow as an organization we must make 
the most of the resources we have on hand, with 

our most valuable resource being our volunteers. 

In other news, we’ve finally closed on Taylor 
property at 6400 Cleophas Rd! This purchase 
helps us to further protect water quality of the 
East Branch Racoon Creek, and connect Gabower-
Reilly Reserve with Briggs Wetland owned by The 
Prairie Enthusiasts for a contiguous 150 wetland 
and wet-mesic prairie. Keep an eye on you mail-
box for a special announcement and how you 
can help us with funding for ongoing and future 
projects! 
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The Advocacy Report: News We Need
By Susan Amber Johnson
A new bill focused on protecting  

migratory birds was introduced into the House of  
Representatives’ Natural Resources Committee 
on January 8, 2020;  HR5552, the Migratory Bird 
Protection Act of 2020.  In 2017, President Trump’s 
Interior Department reversed migratory bird  
conservation policy held for forty years.   
American policy toward the conservation of  
migratory birds was first established by 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918.  This 
original Act made it illegal to “take,  
possess, import, export, transport, sell,  
purchase, barter, or offer for sale any migratory 
bird, or the parts, nests, or eggs of such birds.”  
To find a list of birds covered by this Act visit: 
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regu-
lations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-
act.php.  

Over time, the most controversial part of the Act 
would be how to legally define, “take.”  Would 
“take” mean intentional harm only, such as with 
hunting and trapping?  Throughout the 19th  
century and into the early 20th century,  
several bird species, the Heath hen, Great auk,  
Labrador duck, Carolina parakeet, and the  
passenger pigeon were being hunted to  
extinction.  For the most part, the hunting was 
for food.  However, from the mid-late 19th  
century, birds such as Great egrets, Snowy egrets, 
and Great blue herons were killed en masse, not 
for food, but for their feathers, which were used 
in popular women’s hats of the time.  Some of 
these hats even sported taxidermy birds attached.  
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 was 
essential for saving these bird species for future  
generations.  

By 1972, with the advent of the  
environmental movement, and subsequent  
founding of the Environmental Protection  
Agency, an amendment was attached to the  
original Treaty Act.  It added 32 families 
of birds to the treaty, including owls, hawks, 
and eagles, protecting 1,026 bird species.  In  
addition, the Fish and Wildlife Service began suing  
corporations which engaged in practices that  
incidentally killed birds through their business 
practice.  Federal courts began to be divided as 
to how to define “take.”  Strict constructionists 
ruled, it meant only intentional harm, hunting and  
trapping, as in the past.  Other judges saw that 
“take” could also mean incidental takes by  

corporations in their everyday industrial  
practices. 

Early in 2017, the new Department of the  
Interior under Trump stopped the Fish and  
Wildlife Service’s broader enforcement 
policy.  The new policy would place sole  
responsibility for enforcing conservation with 
the Interior Department and its new head, Ryan 
Zinke.  It would bypass Congress and the courts 
altogether.  Supporters of this reversal in policy 
felt that federal judges had too much leeway in 
determining penalties, and charged fossil fuel 
companies more for killing birds than they did 
wind farms. 

Conservationists regarded the new policy 
as reverting back to the time when corporate  
violators were not held accountable for their 
impact on the environment.  David O’Neill, 
chief conservation officer at the National  
Audubon Society said, “By acting to end industries’  
responsibility to avoid millions of gruesome bird 
deaths per year, the White House is parting ways 
with more than 100 years of conservation legacy.”  
The Audubon society lobbied hard for the new 
bill, Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2020.  

 This bill takes the broader perspective of 
“take” and prohibits “the incidental taking of  
migratory birds by commercial activities unless the  
activity is authorized under a permit or is  
identified as posing a minimal risk to migratory 
birds.”  Responsibility for making corporations 
accountable for incidental takes will revert to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service.  The agency will  
establish and maintain research to evaluate  
environmental impacts of commercial activities 
on birds.   

The good news is that as of January 15, 2020, 
this bill passed the Natural Resources committee.  
It will now go to the full House for debate and 
a vote.  Most likely, the bill will pass the House, 
but Audubon members are encouraged to contact 
their congressional representatives.   Great Lakes 
Audubon provided an action alert for members 
to complete and send to our representatives.  I  
completed it on behalf of the Green-Rock  
Audubon.

Unfortunately, our present Senate will likely not 
take up the bill during this Congress.  However, 
with passage of the House, full support will once 
again exist wildlife and bird conservation.  It is a 
strong statement for the future of our birds!
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Sunny Peace Prairie – First Planting Completed

In the 2019 Winter issue of The Naturalist, there 
was a picture taken on November 11 of the 16 
acres in area one of the Sunny Peace Prairie that 
were to be planted that day to a prairie cover.  
The only problem was, those sixteen acres were  
covered with snow.  The snow eventually  
melted, a stretch of mild weather occurred early in  
December, and area one did get seeded as planned.

I remember early meetings with the Sunny 
Peace Prairie Committee and the meetings we 
had with contractors who submitted proposals 
based on our request for quotation.  I was of the  
impression that prairies were planted in the 
spring, after all, that’s when I plant my garden!  I 
also thought there was no problem with planting 
into corn stubble.  Wrong!  The committee and 
contractors informed me that soy bean stubble is 
the preferred planting base and an early winter 
planting date is best for seeds that need to go 
through a winter dormancy in order to germinate.  
Joni Denker set the specification for the seeding 
rate; no less than 80 seeds per square foot.  The 
Sunny Peace Prairie committee eventually settled 
on a mix of 10 grasses, 39 forbs and 95 seeds per 
square foot at our June 9, 2019 meeting.  I also 
learned that prairie mixes were expensive.  The 

seed bill for those 16 acres was $17,600.  

Tallgrass Restoration came to the  
property on December 12 with their prairie planter.   
(Prairie seed drill photo.)  Project ecologist Chris 
Kaplan gave a good explanation of the planting  
process which is included in a short four minute 
video on our YouTube channel.  Simply go to  
www.youtube.com/ and enter Green-Rock  
Audubon Society in the search box and then click 
on our G-RAS Logo.  You will find the video on 
the planting of area one and other G-RAS videos 
including another new one, “Obstacles”, which 
deals with problems I encounter at the Sunny 
Peace Prairie.  In the Planting Area One video, 
Chris relates how the very diverse, high seed 
count mix planted should lead to a nice result.  I 
certainly hope so!

The seeds are in the ground.  I do my  
weather dance daily to help ward off those winter  
deluges we have had the last two years which sweep  
everything, including seeds, from the topsoil of 
frozen fields.  I’ll be making many germination 
trips to area one this spring.  You are welcome to 
join me.

Norm Aulabaugh, Sunny Peace Prairie Project 
Manager. 608 879-2841 email: nra@ticon.net

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties
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G-RASLands Spring 2020 Report
Prepared by Victor Illichmann
Land Management Committee We are no  

longer responsible for Forest Prairie Park 
so Fred Faessler will work with the Taylor  
Property. The Fish and Wildlife  
Service has expressed interest in helping 
us with this property. Grace Burns will work 
with the bluebird trail, and John Patterson 
will work on the nature trail. These people 
could use some help. If what they are doing  
matches with your interests, this would be a great  
volunteering opportunity. We still need to have 
someone for The Pond in Janesville.  We have a 
Land Management Calendar to guide us. We need 
to put together a site management schedule for 
each of our properties. We need to come up with 
a name for the Taylor Property.

Androne Woods It has been quiet here this  
winter, but that will change. We will be torching 
garlic mustard through April and May. We have 
1,000 white oaks to plant this spring and 100 
witch hazel. We have fallen trees and brush to 
clear. We have a  Dame’s Rocket  invasion to beat 
back. We need to get volunteer time for our DNR 
Grant before August 2021.

Cleophas Reserve A quiet winter, but change 
is coming. We have bridge approaches to work 
on so Pheasants Forever can get in to do the burn 
scheduled for this spring.  We will kill weeds and 
canary grass so we can plant 10 acres of this to 
prairie vegetation this fall.

Gabower-Reilly Reserve We need to get 
rock in 3 low places for better access here. We 

need to kill canary grass and unwanted woody  
vegetation. We have applied for an EQIP Contract 
to restore about 13 acres across the south end of this  
property.

Spring Creek Reserve We have cleared most of 
the 4 acres east of the creek. We need to kill more 
brush and canary grass so we can restore this area. 
We have an application for an EQIP Contract to 
help with this. The money for weed control is 
minimal, but we can get substantial support for 
prairie seeding. The 7.9 acre field on the west is 
no longer being rented. Our renter was doing well 
to get a crop in every other year due to the wet  
conditions of the entrance. We have an  
application for planting this to Seasonal  
Honeybee Mix. This will maintain our eligibility 
for CRP in the future. The fence row has been 
cleared.  We have immense piles of brush to burn.
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Join 
Green-Rock

Audubon Society
  Your Name: ____________________________________
  Your Mailing Address: ___________________________
  Your E-mail: ____________________________________
  Would you prefer to receive the newsletter electronically? ___

Two Ways to Join

___ I wish to join Green-Rock Audubon Society, I understand that I will not receive the Audubon 
Magazine, but all dues will go to G-RAS. Dues: $10 Senior or Student, $15 Single Membership, $20 
Couple

 • To pay by mail, make checks payable to G-RAS, and mail this form along with the check to 
this address:

 Green-Rock Audubon
 Attn: Treasurer
 P.O. Box 1986 
 Janesville, WI 53547-1986

 • To pay online visit https://www.greenrockaudubon.org/donate
___ I wish to join the National Audubon Society’s normal membership of $35 per year which includes 

the Audubon Magazine. (Please visit http://audubon.org/ to complete this membership.)

Volunteering Interests
I would like to volunteer for...
 ___Whatever is Needed
 ___ Burning
 ___ Brushing
 ___ Spraying
 ___ Seed Collecting
 ___ Planting

Volunteer Coordinator:
Victor Illichmann
viccarol@sbcglobal.net
608.752.8342

I can volunteer at:
 ___ Whenever is Needed
 ___ Androne Woods
 ___ Cleophas Reserve
 ___ Spring Creek Reserve
 ___ Gabower-Reilly 
      Reserve
 ___ The Pond (Janesville)

Times I can usually volunteer:
 ___ Monday
 ___ Tuesday
 ___ Wednesday
 ___ Thursday
 ___ Friday
 ___ Saturday
 ___ Sunday

Donate Beyond Membership
I would like to donate to...
 ___ Whatever is Needed
 ___ Purchasing 
        Herbicides
 ___ Purchasing Spray
        Equipment

I want my donation to  
support G-RAS’s efforts to 
manage or maintain...

___ Androne Woods
___ Cleophas Reserve
___ Spring Creek Reserve
___ Gabower-Reilly Reserve

(Please mail checks according to the 
directions above or visit our website.)
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Membership Form 
Inside

Green-Rock Audubon Society (G-RAS) 
membership for one year with quarterly  
newsletter Green Rock Naturalist from 
Green Rock Audubon Society (all dues go 
to G-RAS).

•  Senior or Student membership  $10

•  Single person membership  $15

• Couples membership  $20

@GRAudubon, #GreenRockAudubon 
www.facebook.com/greenrockaudubon 

www.greenrockaudubon.org
Board of Directors

To contact the directors e-mail greenrockaudubon@gmail.
com

President, Joni Denker 
Vice President, Sharon Bishop

Secretary, Vacant
Treasurer, Neil Deupree, pro-term

Director, Grace Burns
Director, Fred Faessler

Director, Carol Aulabaugh
Director, Neil Deupree

Director, John Patterson
Land Manager, Victor Illichmann

Sunny Peace Prairie Project Manager, Norm Aulabaugh
Membership Chair, Steve Reischel

Advocacy Chair, Susan Johnson

Taylor Property purchased
We are happy to announce that G-RAS closed 

on the land next to our Gabower-Reilly Wetlands 
on January 31.  The Stewardship Fund of WI  
Division of Natural Resources contributed $60,000 
toward the purchase and another $7000 toward 
the expenses involved.  Thanks to all of you who 
encouraged us and gave money for this project 
and its restoration.  The following is the press 
release announcing the acquisition.

Trout stream protected by new land purchase
The purchase of thirty-nine acres in Beloit 

Township will help preserve a local trout stream.  
Green-Rock Audubon Society is the new owner of 
the property at 6400 Cleophas Rd as of January 31.  
A grant from the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 
Fund of the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources assisted in the purchase.

The East Branch Raccoon Creek is fed by large 
springs on the property.  As the land is restored, the 
quality of the springs is expected to be enhanced.  
The land is contiguous with the Gabower-Reilly 
Reserve which is owned and managed by Green-
Rock Audubon.  It is also adjacent to the Briggs 

Wetland on Brostuen Rd, owned by The Prairie 
Enthusiasts.  It will connect to the restoration of 
the portion of the creek north of Cleophas Rd.

Joni Denker, President of Green-Rock  
Audubon, says, “We are excited to be able to 
conserve this property not only for the springs 
which flow into one of only 3 trout streams 
in Rock County, but also for the grassland 
birds that will benefit from the restoration. A 
recent Audubon report shows grassland bird  
populations have declined by more than 40  
percent since 1966, including several local spe-
cies such as the Henslow’s Sparrow, Eastern  
Meadowlark, and the Bobolink.” The larger tract 
of protected land will be beneficial for wildlife 
and native plants.  Tadpoles have already been 
seen in one of the spring’s pools.

Green-Rock Audubon is seeking contribu-
tions to help pay for the restorative work on this  
property and other land they manage.  Their 
address is:  P O Box 1986, Janesville, WI  53547. 
They may be contacted through Facebook and 
their website: greenrockaudubon.org.


