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Highlights from the President
You are invited to the annual G-RAS picnic on  

Sunday, August 11, 2-4 p.m.
It will be held at the Gabower-Reilly Reserve, 6705 

Cleophas Rd. – west of  Beloit.  Meat and beverage will 
be provided. Please bring a dish to pass and a chair to 
sit in.

Meet our board members, our work crew, and our 
neighbors

There is some parking on site and more across the 
road by 6704 Cleophas Rd.

After lunch we will have the chance to walk the 
trails to enjoy the summer colors and the East Branch  
Raccoon Creek. (Insect repellent will be helpful.)

Pelicans Hang Out on the Rock
The week before Easter a flock of  American White 

Pelicans took temporary residence along the Rock 
River by the Monterey Rock and across from the boat 
launch at the east end of  Rockport Rd.

Late afternoon on April 21, Bird City Janesville 
sponsored a Pelican Party. We had extra binoculars to 

lend and handouts on the history and habits of  these 
magnificent birds. (Their wingspan is larger than an 
eagle’s.) Around 75 interested humans showed up for 
the show.  We watched flotillas of  pelicans moving up 
and down stream – and tipping up to catch fish. 

We estimated the flock to be more than 100.  
As of  June 15 there are still 25 pelicans by the  
Monterey Rock.  They were there for two more days 
so the Wilson summer school students to practice using 
binoculars to look at them.

We are grateful for Dennis Rogers
Dennis was a long time member of  the G-RAS 

board, serving as secretary for four years and  
secretary pro tem several times. He coordinated the 
annual bird seed sale.  He was a faithful member of  
Victor’s work crew – showing up once or twice a week 
to help restore the land we own.  Here’s a big THANK 
YOU to Dennis for your commitment and your  
contributions.

National Audubon Society Convention to be held in Milwaukee July 26-29
Neil’s comment: This is a real opportunity to  

connect with our National partners. The convention is as 
close as it will ever be. Lots of  workshops. Keynote speakers:  
Winona LaDuke, Hahrie Han, David Yarnold. Field trips on  
Monday. It’s expensive, but it will be inspiring. I’m planning to 
attend.

    Join us in Milwaukee for Audubon’s biennial 
convention designed to bring together Audubon’s vast 
network of  dedicated chapter, state, center, national,    
and  international  leaders  from  across  all  four   
flyways. This can’t-miss event will feature an array of  
inspiring speakers, in-depth workshops and discussions,  
exciting  field  trips,  and  the  camaraderie  and   
networking opportunities that only the Audubon  
Convention can provide. Situated on Lake  
Michigan, Milwaukee is a beautiful and historic  
place to gather, learn, and network.  The WI  
Audubon Council,  
Milwaukee Audubon Soci-
ety, Schlitz  Audubon Nature  
Center, and the Audubon 

Great Lakes team are all excited to welcome the whole  
Audubon network to Milwaukee.

Hear from inspiring speakers.
Join conservation, science, and outreach workshops 

and training sessions led by a variety of  experts and 
Audubon leaders.

Enjoy exciting field trips and birding  
adventures. 437 bird species recorded in Wisconsin!

The Audubon Convention will take place at the  
Hilton Milwaukee City Center — a beautiful,  
historic Art Deco hotel centrally located in Milwaukee 
and a Travel Green Wisconsin–certified business. All  
activities will take place under one roof, and you will be 
a short walk from Lake Michigan and numerous parks 
and attractions.

For general queries, please contact us at convention@audubon.org.
For the program schedule, go here: 
https://www.audubon.org/sites/default/files/2019_convention_program.pdf
For keynote speakers, go here:
https://www.audubon.org/news/2019-audubon-convention-keynote-speakers
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G-Ras Lands Summer 2019

Prepared by Victor Illichmann
Androne Woods We didn’t get all of  the garlic  

mustard as well as I’d like. In some areas the fallen trees 
and raspberries are so thick it’s almost impossible to 
get in and find and kill the garlic mustard. We’ve been 
using the tractor to stack and burn the fallen timber in 
the worst areas and the DR where it’s more spread out. 
This makes it much easier to kill the garlic mustard. We 
planted 100 fire cherry this spring.  We will have Work-
enders  this Oct. and Nov.  for 10 times. On Nov. 2nd 
we’ll have a Garlic Mustard/Brat event.  If  we start at 8 
AM and work till noon we can get a lot done. Hopefully 
we can have 20 + torches burning garlic mustard and 
end with brats at noon. This could be enough to tip the 
balance in our favor.  The ground cover is spectacular 
It’s a wonderful place to go for a walk.  

Cleophas Reserve We have the firebreaks mowed 
and are working on mowing the canary grass and weeds 
in the 9 acres we are restoring. This restoration was put 
off  a year. We got washed out last year before we could 

finish. Some of  this area doesn’t have canary grass, it’s 
all sedges.  We planted 500 bur oak this spring.

Gabower-Reilly Reserve This year this area will 
be on hold. There should be a lot of  asters, compass 
plants,  prairie dock, and many other flowers as the 
season progresses.

Spring Creek Reserve  The firebreaks are mowed. 
This year we will be killing a lot of  brush here. We have 
an EQIP contract to restore the area east of  Spring 
Creek. The field we are renting out on the west side 
hasn’t been planted. It’s to wet to get in and work. We 
will be starting to remove the fence row along our west 
boundary this fall.

Nature Trail We need a person or persons to work 
on this.

Help  We have lost 2 of  our regular volunteers. This 
is a big hit. We need 2 volunteers that could work once 
a week most weeks. That would make it possible to 
continue our progress.

By Victor Illichmann 
Crane’s bill and Solomon’s Plume in Androne Woods



4

Botanical Survey

H See Botanical Survey, Page 5

 Norm Aulabaugh
As part of  the program to document the condition 

of  the Sunny Peace Prairie property prior to extensive 
restoration, a botanical survey was conducted in the 
eight acre woods on May 18, 2019. The survey was 
led by Susan Lehnhardt, Senior Ecologist with Applied 
Ecological Services in Brodhead, Wisconsin. Susan 
has more than 20 years of  professional experience in 
ecological assessment and restoration planning, and 
extensive field experience in native plant communities 
throughout the United States, Canada, and parts of  
Central and South America. Ten people participated 
in this field day event. Susan will produce a spread-
sheet of  floristic data for our baseline database which 
will be useful to summarize and analyze trends in 
management practices (brushing, burning, enhance-
ment seeding, etc.) and even monitor the effects of  
climate change overtime. To this end, Susan suggests 
the Green-Rock Audubon Society collect precipitation 
and other climate related weather data, and especially 
phenological records similar to those recorded by the 
Leopold family during their many visits to the shack 
where Aldo Leopold and his family stayed during  
weekend retreats. We should consider adding such 
information to our database.

As we walked through the woods, Joni Denker  
commented on the huge shagbark hickory. Joni has 
measured the diameter of  this tree at chest height. 

Her research 
indicated that 
this could  
be the third 
largest shag 
bark hickory 
tree in the State 
of  Wisconsin.  
According to 
the diameter 
of  the tree, it 
is estimated to 
be 244 years 
old.  In keeping  
with discovery 
tradition, this 
tree has been 
named the 
Denker tree. 

Our conservation easement will protect this tree and 
other natural features on the property.

Eva Kuzmanich commented, “Following Sue, our 
plant expert, through the woods at Sunny Peace  
Prairie was exhilarating and extremely informative. 
There is nothing more calming and yet invigorating at 
the same time then a walk through the woods enjoying  
what nature has to offer and also having a  
learning experience with an expert. It was an enriching 
experience.”  

Joan Singstock related this concerning her  
experience at the survey, “I thoroughly enjoyed my trek 
at the Sunny Peace Prairie, with my neighbors Carol 
and Norm and others in late May. I live in two acres 
of  woods, less than five miles away and was interested 
in the plants as I have many of  the same species.  I 
learned some new names and what was native and 
what was invasive. One of  the participants (Victor  
Illichmann) was an expert on trees and explained how 
to rid a wooded area of  Buckthorn, a very invasive  
species. Now my husband and I are motivated to get rid 
of  the buckthorn that is infesting our woods.  

The Senior Ecologist, Susan Lehnhardt was so  
knowledgeable and interesting. I learned so much from 
all the experts I met that day.  

Photos by Norm Aulabaugh 
Susan Lehnhardt showing how 
botanical data is recorded on the 
survey sheet she uses.

Looking up into the Denker shag bark hickory tree.  
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In addition, it was a lovely spring day! The early 
spring plants were coming to life and new leaves 
were sprouting on the oaks and Shagbark Hickories. 
It was a wonderful couple of  hours spent with other  
nature-minded people.”  

Another event is planned for later this summer to 
catch plants that emerge and or bloom later in the year.  

G-RAS members will be informed via email or you can 
contact Norm Aulabaugh 608 879-2841.

Whenever I gaze up at the Denker tree, I recall this 
quotation from Bill Neidjie, “Tree . . . he watching you.  
You look at tree, he listen to you.  He got no finger, he 
can’t speak.  But that leaf  . . . he pumping, growing, 
growing in the night.  While you sleeping, you dream 
something.  Tree and grass same thing.”

H Botanical Survey
Continued from page 4

Norm Aulabaugh
The first area in the Sunny Peace Prairie to be 

planted to prairie grasses and forbs is scheduled for 
this coming November.  But a lot of  preparation has 
to be completed before planting.  This area consists of  
sixteen acres of  which seven acres are presently planted 
to cool season grasses.  These grasses must be removed 
before a successful prairie planting can be done.

The first step in the preparation process was to 
conduct a prescribed burn.  This burn was done by 

Tallgrass Restoration on April 3. The whole area was 
turned black by the fire, but it did not take long for 
some grasses to resume growth.  These grasses will be 
sprayed three times over this summer in preparation 
for the prairie planting in November.  Some brush and 
small trees were growing in the field.  The remains 
of  the trees would snag a spray boom, so Tall grass 
returned in June with a forestry mower to remove these 
obstructions.   

Photo Norm Aulabaugh 
The most spectacular event in a prescribed burn is when the front fire meets the back fire.  Here is a photo of that 
event near the top of the big hill at the Sunny Peace Prairie. 

Prescribed Burnat the Sunny Peace Prairie



UP COMING EVENTS AND PROGRAMS, JULY 
- SEPTEMBER 2019

JULY PROGRAM—PLANTINGS FOR POLLI-
NATORS

Date: Saturday, July 20, 2019
Time: 9:00 to 11:00 am
Place: Meet at Tower Hill Park on Saint Mary Street 

in the city of  Milton
Participants of  this  

program will be able to 
see, photograph and iden-
tify summer wildflowers  
common to the fields and prai-
ries of  southern

Wisconsin with a special emphasis on those  
plants that attract pollinators. Many of  the plants 
featured will be native prairie wildflowers, but other  
wildflowers will be discussed as well.

The program will also include a walk through 
the gardens of  Milton residents Barbara and 
David Bendlin, which has been featured in  
several home garden tours. Their gardens have  
been extensively planted to attract butterflies, hum-
mingbirds and other pollinators. The Bendlins 
will offer suggestions on specific plants to attract  
pollinators and will have a limited supply of  some of  
these plants for purchase.

AUGUST PROGRAM—TOUR OF NACHUSA 
GRASSLAND S

Date: Sunday, August 04, 2019
Time: 8:00 am to 1:00 p.m.
Place: Meet at the parking lot of  the  

Milton Public Library. From there, participants will  
carpool/caravan for a 90 minute drive south to the 
Nachusa Grasslands Preserve in Illinois.

At Nachusa Grasslands, a Nature Conservancy  
preserve nestled in northwestern Illinois near  
Franklin Grove, you can 
step back in time and  
see what the Prairie State 
looked like hundreds of  
years ago. Preserve staff  
and volunteers have spent 

more than three decades restoring the preserve’s native 
prairies and oak savannas. In the spring and sum-
mer months, black-eyed Susan, cone flowers, and  
compass plants paint the landscape in purples and  
golds. Shady oak woodlands provide places for  
migratory birds to rest and refuel. Meandering streams 
are filled with the sights and sounds of  frogs, turtles, 
and dragonflies.

What started with one 300 - acre purchase  
has today grown into a thriving grassland that  
is more than 3,600 acres. The size and quality  
of  Nachusa’s lands have allowed the Nature  
Conservancy to achieve a major conservation  
milestone: the reintroduction of  bison from Wind Cave 
National Park to the Illinois prairie.

Participants should pack a lunch and wear shoes  
and clothes suitable for hiking; cameras are also  
recommended to record the sights of  one of  the most 
spectacular prairies in the Midwest.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAM # 1 ——HUMMING 
BIRD BANDING

Date: Saturday, September 7, 2019
Time: 7:30 to 9:00 am
Place: Meet at the home of  Emily and Larry Scheun-

emann, 11703 E. Berg Rd., Whitewater, WI
This event takes place in the yard of  Emily and 

Larry Scheunemann.  Extensively landscaped 
to attract butterflies and hummingbirds, their  
gardens have become a site where  

hummingbirds are captured, 
banded and released.  In 
return for an early wake up,  
participants will have a unique 
experience; the opportu-
nity to see and photograph  
ruby- throated hummingbirds 
close up as they are captured and  
banded by Michelene 
O’Connor, one of  only two 

people authorized to band hummingbirds in WI. You 
may even get the chance to hold a hummingbird in 
your hand before it is released. Arrive promptly at 7:30 
a.m. for the best chance of  seeing successful banding.
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SEPTEMBER PROGRAM #2—HISTORY OF 
MONARCH BUTTERFLIES , TAGGING MON-
ARCH BUTTERFLIES , AND HUMMING BIRD 
GARDENS DISPLAY

Date: Saturday, September 14, 2019
Time: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Place: Meet at the home of  Emily and Larry  

Scheunemann, 11703 E. Berg Rd., Whitewater, WI
Monarch butterflies are one of  the most  

colorful and widely distributed butterflies in 
North America. After hatching from eggs,  
caterpillars feed on milkweed plants, form a  
chrysalis, and go through their metamorphosis to 
emerge approximately two weeks later to form the 
adults that will mate and lay the eggs to hatch into the 
next generation.

But did you also know that Monarchs are one of  the 

few butterflies that migrate south to 
spend the winter? As the summer 
ends, Monarchs begin their long  
migrations to wintering grounds 
in the mountain forests of   
Mexico. This remarkable migratory  

behavior was discovered by  
attaching tiny tags to the wings that allow people who 
capture tagged butterflies to report their locations. 
During this program, participants will be able to help 
capture and tag the butterflies for the study of  their  
migration.

The Schuenemanns’ hummingbird gardens will also 
be on display at the start of  the hummingbirds’ fall  
migration. Enthusiasts will see large numbers of   
hummingbirds in the yard and can learn what plants 
best attract hummingbirds to the home landscape.
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H See Environmental, Page 8

All programs are free and open to the public. Donations are welcome. 
Contact Dave Bendlin at 608-868-3824 for more program details.

By Susan Johnson 
G-RAS Advocate

Spring 2019 was an active season for advocacy with the National Audubon Society and our  
own Green-Rock Audubon chapter. Marnie Urso, Policy Director of  the National Audubon’s regional office for 
the Great Lakes states holds monthly policy webinars for chapter leaders. In this way, Great Lakes’ chapters can 
make a collective, united effort in their advocacy. During April’s webinar, Urso encouraged leaders to support the 
Forage Fish Conservation Act, HR2236, which was introduced in the House on April 10. Forage fish are critical 
for conserving ocean ecosystems. Seabirds like osprey and terns spend their summers in the Great Lakes region 
during their breeding season. These birds would never make it back and forth, to and from the Great Lakes region 
to breed without sufficient forage fish. For our birds, our fishers and coastal fishing economies, we need the For-
age Fish Conservation Act. Representative Steil of  the first Congressional District received a letter on behalf  of  
the Green-Rock Audubon’s, urging him to support this bill. It has not come up for a vote in the House as yet.

Urso also informed chapters that the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) was coming up for 
a congressional reauthorization. The GLRI was first funded in 2010. $300 million has been allocat-
ed every year since 2015. It is a bi-partisan collaboration among many federal agencies, including the 
EPA, and the Great Lakes states, as well as, local communities and businesses.  The GLRI provides the 
most important line of  defense against the Asian carp from entering Lake Michigan. It has trapped 
and removed eight million pounds of  Asian carp from the Illinois River, which has helped to protect 
the $7 billion Great Lakes fishing economy. Additionally, the GLRI protects the drinking water for 48  
million people. Agencies work with local farmers to prevent nearly 800,000 pounds of  phosphorous from enter-
ing the lakes causing harmful algae blooms. Not only do the blooms pollute the drinking water, but they also 
threaten the Great Lake states multi-billion dollar tourism industries. The Initiative expedites the clean up of  
toxic hot spots, which provides 1.5 million jobs and a $6 trillion regional 

The Environmental Advocacy Report: Federal, 
State and Local Developments
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economy.  Marnie Urso encouraged chapter leaders 
to write our legislators to reauthorize at a full $300  
million level.  Once again, the Green-Rock  
Audubon’s contacted Representative Steil, urging him 
to reauthorize the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, 
Part III at a full level. On March 29, 2019, President 
Trump promised to sign a bill at the full $300 million 
level.

April was a busy month for environmental advo-
cacy on the state and local levels, as well.  The 
Wisconsin Joint Finance Committee held  
public hearings around the state on Governor 
Evers’ proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  
One of  the hearings was held in Janesville on 
April 5.  Several budget items were of  significant  
interest for conservation of  birds, fish, and  
wildlife.  This advocate was happy to wait the seven 
hours it took for her to be called upon to speak.  I 
spoke out on behalf  of  our birds and other wildlife 
who cannot speak for themselves.  The proposed 
budget would create a Bureau of  Natural Resources 
Science within the Division of  Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks of  our Department of  Natural Resources.  This 
bureau would hire five new full-time positions for  
scientists.  How wonderful it would be to return to 
being led by the educated among us!  People who know  
science and do research for making evidence-based 
policy decisions!  Wisconsin’s birds serve as an  
important indicator of  the overall health of  our ecosys-
tems.  They have roles to play in the control of  small 
mammals, insects, and in the pollination and dispersal 
of  flowering plants.

Birds are important economically, as well as,  
ecologically.  They are an important source for outdoor 
recreation in the state, bird watching, hunting, and  
tourism.  We need to continue research like, “Evaluating 
the Impact of  Disease, Habitat Management Treatments,  
Dispersal Barriers, and Genetic Diversity  
and Inbreeding on Sharp-Tailed Grouse  
Populations in the Norwest Sands Ecological  
Landscape” and “Analysis and Implementation of  
Population Surveys and Strategies for Ring-Necked  
Pheasants at Multiple Scales in Wiscon-
sin.”  A combination of  scientific research and  
spirit of  conservation help keep our bird and wildlife  
populations at optimum levels.  Wisconsin’s birds and 
wildlife deserve it!  Our people today, and future 
generations deserve it, too!  On May 28, 2019, the 

Joint Finance Committee removed the new Bureau of  
Natural Resources Science from the budget.  Instead,  
it okayed the hiring of  two new scientists to the  
Department of  Natural Resources.

May’s Great Lakes’ regional webinar was all 
about the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI)  
reauthorization and Plan III, which has five  
priorities; toxic substances, invasive species, non-point 
source pollution impacts, habitats and species, and  
foundations for future restoration work.  The  
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) called for  
public feedback and provided an online feedback 
form for this purpose. The Great Lakes Audubon 
groups encouraged all local chapters to complete the 
EPA’s feedback form in order to add marsh birds as 
a focal species.  Ten of  fifteen marsh bird species  
breeding in the Great Lakes region have seen  
significant declines since 1995. Rails, grebes and  
bitterns are species needing this focused  
attention, as they are not yet responding positively to  
restoration. I was happy to complete the EPA’s form for 
the Green-Rock Audubon’s in support of  marsh birds 
for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Plan III. As 
of  the writing of  this article, the EPA has decided to 
include marsh birds as a focal species for protection.  
On May 28, 2019, the EPA encouraged state  
agencies, interstate agencies, federally- 
recognized Native-American tribes, local governments,  
institutions of  higher learning, and non-profit  
organizations to apply for its grants regarding  
non-point source projects, agricultural nutrients and 
storm-water runoff.

This summer, the National Audubon  
Society is highlighting a campaign for cities and  
residents in communities and neighborhoods 
to plant locally native plants, flowers, shrubs, and 
trees. These native gardens will attract insects;  
provide birds with berries, nectar, and seeds, while also 
protecting birds with important refuge. The Audubon 
Society’s web site includes an article called, “How to 
Make Your Yard Bird Friendly.”  Within the article 
is a link to lists of  native plants from your own zip 
code area.  When I typed my Janesville area zip 
code into the blank, I received a list of  these trees:   
Allegheny Service Berry, Alternate Leaf  Dogwood, 
American Basswood, American Black Elderberry, 
American Hazelnut, American Larch, American Plum, 

H Environmental
Continued from page 7
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Sunny Peace Prairie Annual Monitoring Visit

American Sycamore, Ash-leaf  Maple, Black Cherry, 
Black Oak, Black Walnut, and Burr Oak among others.   
Flowers and shrubs native to my zip code 
include: Black-eyed Susan, Bluebell of  Scotland,  
Butterfly Milkweed, Cardinal Flower, Cat-Tail Gay  
feather (also known as Prairie Blazing Star), 
Choke Cherry, Common Boneset, Common  
Buttonbush, Common Milkweed, Compassplant, Cup-
plant or Indian Cup among others.  Here is the 
link to the native plants database, so you can type 
in your own zip code and discover a rich variety of   
bird-friendly trees, shrubs, and flowers.   
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants

A helpful book available at your public library 
is Eco-yards: Simple steps to earth-friendly  
landscapes, by Laureen Rama.  In it you will learn 
how to make beds to replace your lawn, how to 
maintain your more natural landscape by addressing 
weeds and allowing for bugs to help maintain your 
landscape.  You will experience a mindset change 
when you start appreciating the beauty of  rain barrels 
and composting.  Your way of  thinking will change 
from a human- centric vision to one in which all life 
is more integrated into an organic whole.  All systems 
and actions affect all other systems and actions.  Mov-
ing from a golf  course type lawn to a native garden  
landscape requires a paradigm shift.

On May 29, 2019, the City of  Janesville 
changed its landscape ordinance to allow for native  
gardens and vegetable gardens on front lawns, 
with the exception of  corn.  Corn grows tall 
and might pose a security risk.  The Janesville  
Sustainability Committee had worked for three years 
on getting this city ordinance changed.  Residents 
are now free to design and plan beautiful landscapes  
in their front and back yards, which will serve as  
sanctuaries for our area birds, bees, and butterflies.

Looking toward fall 

H Environmental
Continued from page 8

In addition to advocating for the Bureau 
of  Natural Resource Science, I spoke out in 
favor of  reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson  
Stewardship Funds. Several others also gave testi-
mony in favor of  these stewardship funds.  Knowles-
Nelson is a bi-partisan effort on the part of  our state 
to provide money for local governments and non-
profits to acquire land for conservation and public 
recreational use. In the past, The Green-Rock Audu-
bon’s have used these grants to purchase some of  its  
current land holdings. Governor Evers proposed 
extending Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund to 
2022, even though some conservationists hoped  
it would be reauthorized for an additional ten years.    
On June 12, 2019,  the Joint Finance Commit-
tee passed an extension of  Knowles-Nelson through 
2022.

Norm Aulabaugh
Sunny Peace Prairie, a seventy-five acre conser-

vancy, owned by the Green-Rock Audubon Society, is  

protected by a conservation easement.   A conservation 
easement is a legal agreement between a land-owner, 
a land trust or government agency that permanently  
limits uses of  the land in order to protect its  
conservation values. The conservation easement for 
the Sunny Peace Prairie is held and monitored by the 
Groundswell Conservancy, a land trust in Madison, 
Wisconsin.

The conservation easement for the Sunny Peace  
Prairie identifies significant ecological, scenic,  
recreational, educational, and open space values, the  
preservation of  which are important to the landowner, 
easement holder, and the people of  Wisconsin. The 
property contains, (and will/is to be further restored  
to contain) areas of  prairie grasslands and 
oak woods/oak savannah.  The easement was  

Photo by Norm Aulabaugh
Left to right, Tony Abate, Community Conservation-
ist; Heidi Habeger, Director of Major & Planned Gifts; 
and BJ Byers, Conservationist from the Groundswell  
Conservancy.  

H See Sunny Peace, Page 10
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Students Participate in Restoration Peoject

H Sunny Peace
Continued from page 9

 Norm Aulabaugh
Students from Mr. Tjark Sattler’s agriculture class  

at the Parkview Junior/Senior High School in  
Orfordville, Wisconsin participated in a field day event 
at the property being restored as the Sunny Peace  
Prairie.  The 75 acre conservancy, located at 2604 
South Coon Island Road, just north of  Orfordville, is 
owned by the Green-Rock Audubon Society.  

The property will be restored as a prairie  
conservation preserve over the next few years.  It 
is important to document the condition of  
the land prior to beginning the restoration.  Mr.  
Sattler’s class took soil samples from the 
crop fields which were analyzed by the  
University of  Wisconsin soil lab to determine the nutrient  

conditions present in these fields.  The result 
of  these samples will provide a base line to  
be compared with soil samples taken once the prairie 
restoration is complete.  The differences will document 
one important change brought about by the restora-
tion.  

The Sunny Peace Prairie will be open to the  
public following the restoration (projected for 2022) 
and available as an outdoor laboratory for use by 
the Parkview School District and other organizations.  
There is a short video of  this event on the Green-Rock 
Audubon Society YouTube channel.  Go to the You-
Tube home page (youtube.com) and enter Green-Rock 
Audubon Society in the search box.  

Photo by Mr. Tjark Sattler
Photo Caption.  Sunny peace 1.  Norm Aulabaugh addresses Mr. Sattler’s class concerning the objectives of the 
restoration project. 

drafted by attorney Walter Shannon of   
Evansville, WI based on a template recommended by the  
Wisconsin Department of  Natural Resources. The 
Groundswell Conservancy, holder of  the easement, has 
a responsibility to assure that the terms of  the document 
are adhered to by the Green-Rock Audubon Society. A 

team of  three people from Groundswell completed their  
annual inspection of  the property this past spring.  
The accompanying photograph shows 
the Groundswell team at the Sunny Peace  
Prairie. Groundswell said they would like to hold 
an event at the property once the restoration is  
complete in 2022.
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Join 
Green-Rock

Audubon Society
  Your Name: ____________________________________
  Your Mailing Address: ___________________________
  Your E-mail: ____________________________________
  Would you prefer to receive the newsletter electronically? ___

Two Ways to Join

___ I wish to join Green-Rock Audubon Society, I understand that I will not receive the Audubon Magazine, 
but all dues will go to G-RAS. Dues: $10 Senior or Student, $15 Single Membership, $20 Couple

 • To pay by mail, make checks payable to G-RAS, and mail this form along with the check to this address:
 Green-Rock Audubon
 Attn: John Meland
 8235 N. Oak Ridge
 Milton, WI 53563

 • To pay online visit https://www.greenrockaudubon.org/donate
___ I wish to join the National Audubon Society’s normal membership of  $35 per year which includes the 

Audubon Magazine. (Please visit http://audubon.org/ to complete this membership.)

Volunteering Interests
I would like to volunteer for...
 ___Whatever is Needed
 ___ Burning
 ___ Brushing
 ___ Spraying
 ___ Seed Collecting
 ___ Planting

Volunteer Coordinator:
Victor Illichmann
viccarol@sbcglobal.net
608.752.8342

I can volunteer at:
 ___ Whenever is Needed
 ___ Androne Woods
 ___ Cleophas Reserve
 ___ Spring Creek Reserve
 ___ Gabower-Reilly 
      Reserve
 ___ The Pond (Janesville)

Times I can usually volun-
teer:

 ___ Monday
 ___ Tuesday
 ___ Wednesday
 ___ Thursday
 ___ Friday
 ___ Saturday
 ___ Sunday

Donate Beyond Membership
I would like to donate to...
 ___ Whatever is Needed
 ___ Purchasing 
        Herbicides
 ___ Purchasing Spray
        Equipment
I want my donation to  

support G-RAS’s efforts to 
manage or maintain...

___ Androne Woods & Reserves
___ Cleophas Reserve
___ Spring Creek Reserve
___ Gabower-Reilly Reserve
___ Forest Prairie Park  

(Monroe)
(Please mail checks according to 

the directions above or visit our web-
site.)
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Membership Form 
Inside

Green-Rock Audubon Society (G-RAS) 
membership for one year with quarterly  
newsletter Green Rock Naturalist from Green 
Rock Audubon Society (all dues go to G-RAS).

•  Senior or Student membership  $10

•  Single person membership  $15

• Couples membership  $20

@GRAudubon, #GreenRockAudubon 
www.facebook.com/greenrockaudubon 

www.greenrockaudubon.org

Board of  Directors
To contact the directors e-mail greenrockaudubon@gmail.com

President, Neil Deupree: 608.752.8342
Vice President, Sharon Bishop

Secretary, John Watrous
Treasurer, John Meland

Director, Joni Denker
Director, Grace Burns

Land Manager, Victor Illichmann
Sunny Peace Prairie Project Manager, Norm Aulabaugh

Membership Chair, Steve Reischel
Education Chair, Nadine Whiteman

Program Chair, Bruce Kuzmanich

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties

G-RAS is planning strategically
We had our first planning session with Angie Schmidt 

from Rockford in June at our regular board meeting.  Our 
second session will be July 1 at the Brodhead Library.  
When we have a “final plan,” we will print it on our 

website and include it in our next newsletter.  Please feel 
free to make suggestions as to how we can work more  
effectively as an organization.

We are taking the next steps for the Taylor 
property

Good News! We received word 
that G-RAS has tentatively been 
awarded a Knowles-Nelson  
Stewardship Grant to help us  
purchase the 39 acres at Cleophas 
and Brostuen.

We have not closed on 
the property yet, but the  
owners are making significant  
progress toward removing the tires 
and old machinery, etc. We have  
contracted to do a Phase 2  
Environmental Assessment –  
taking borings to assure that any oil 

spillage has not reached the ground 
water.

We are grateful to have the 
chance to further protect the  
Raccoon Creek watershed and to 
link our Gabower-Reilly Reserve 
with the Prairie Enthusiasts Jason 
Briggs Wetland.

We will keep you  
posted by e-mail when the papers 
are signed.  Thanks for your  
continuing support for our 
habitat restoration work.


