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Highlights from the President

Taylor property offer is accepted - 
Donations are welcome

In our last newsletter we 
announced that we were  
considering the purchase of  6400 W 
Cleophas Rd.  The property is just 
shy of  40 acres.  There have been 
crops in the past and most recently 
grazing.  We chose to purchase it 
because it is an important part of  
the East Branch Raccoon Creek 
watershed.  There are springs that 
feed the creek and a small part of  
Raccoon Creek even flows through 
the southwest corner.

The property abuts our Gabower-
Reilly Wetland – and as an added 
bonus, the Jason Briggs Wetland, 
owned and managed by The  
Prairie Enthusiasts.  It will make a significant block of  contiguous land being restored.  

Plans have not been firmed up for how we will restore it, but at least we’ll need to remove some fencing.  More 
information will follow as we explore further.

The price of  the property is $128,000.  There will also be closing costs.  We have already paid for an appraisal 
and an environmental assessment.  Fortunately, we have been carrying a healthy balance in our checking accounts.  
We’re hoping to receive a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Grant for about $60,000.  We have made arrangements 
for a loan to cover the price.  

If  you have appreciated the work that we are doing, we hope you will send us an additional contribution.  Every 
dollar helps.  You may mail it to our treasurer, John Meland, 8235 N Oak Ridge Dr, Milton, WI  53563.

I’m writing this in between basketball games.  Wisconsin lost in the Big 10 Tournament, but Iowa State (my 
Alma Mater) won the Big 12 Tournament.

Why do so many people watch basketball or football or, in other parts of  the world, soccer. I think it’s because 
the winner/loser is clear at the end of  the game.  We know whether “our” team has been successful.  We celebrate 
or commiserate in that moment.

Conservation work is not like that.  We work on the land, and our success is harder to measure in the short 
term.  We have to take the long view.  If  we are planting our lawn into native grass and flowers, the first few years 

It’s a team effort

H See Team Effort, Page 3
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H Team Effort
Continued from page 2

are not going to be pretty.   If  we’re fighting garlic mustard or buckthorn, we see it come back year after year.  
We measure success in small increments. Is the understory more clear and more beautiful this year? Have more 
woodland flowers come back to their home?  We are prepared for temporary setbacks and don’t let them get us 
down for long.

Basketball and restoration have something in common:  they both need teams.  Even pickup basketball has 
shirts and skins.  Our work on G-RAS land needs a team, too.  We encourage each other – we do some heavy 
lifting together – we show up week after week.

G-RAS land management has a great coach – Victor Illichmann. We have a consistent team.  We have an 
assistant coach – Art Burns.  We gladly welcome walk-ons.  No experience necessary and previous experience 
helpful.  To join the team, call or email Victor at 608-302-8113 or viccarol@sbcglobal.net. Or you can support 
our efforts as a fan with your contributions.

Neil Deupree

Prepared by Victor Illichmann
Land Manager

We are purchasing 38.9 acres in the northwest corner of  section 18 in the Town of  Beloit. The fire number 
is 6400, there is no sign placed. It is bounded on the north by W. Cleophas Rd, on the east by S. Brostuen Rd., 
on the south by Jason Briggs wetland owned by the Prairie Enthusiasts, and on the west by the Gabower-Reilly 
Reserve owned by us. 

We have about one and a half  miles of  the East Branch of  Raccoon Creek protected between our property, the 
Prairie Enthusiasts, and some of  our neighbors. We are committed to restoring our properties to the condition 
they were in at the time of  first European settlement. We also are working to get as large contiguous areas as we 
can. This purchase fits perfectly with our mission.

About 15 acres of  this is farmland. The rest consists of  a small cattail marsh, some high quality marshland, and 
some areas heavily overgrown with buckthorn. There is a small savannah in the north west corner.

The purchase price is $128,000.  We are applying for a Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant. This would pay 
$60,000 towards this purchase. This leaves us with a substantial expense. Any money you can contribute would 
be very helpful. Make your checks payable to G-RAS and mail them to:                                                             

G-Ras Lands Purchase
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At our March meeting, the board of  directors voted 
to engage Pam Clark Reidenbach to facilitate the  
creation of  a strategic plan for G-RAS.  Pam is  
director of  the Center for Non-profit Excellence in 
Rockford and comes highly recommended for several 
plans she has worked on in Beloit.  

We expect that we will do more effective work when 
we have a plan with goals and strategies.  We may be 
in touch with you to get your opinion of  the future of  
G-RAS.  If  you have ideas, please send them to Neil 
Deupree, deupreen@charter.net or 608-752-8342.

Making a Strategic 
Plan

RCC NATIVE PLANT 
SALE 2019

Rock County Conservationists will be hosting 
its 24nd annual  
sale of  prairie grasses 
and wildflowers on 
Saturday, May 18, 
2019 from 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m., or until all 
plants are sold. The 
sale will be held in 
the parking lot of  
Beloit’s Riverside 
Park.

Call John Meland at (608) 295-5343 for more  
information.

Bruce Kuzmanich 
GRAS Board Member

GRAS is in the process of  scheduling our events for 2019 and 2020.  We’d like your help in determining what 
we will offer, to you, our members.  Let us know what kind of  educational and fun activities you would like to 
attend.

Please take the time to complete our program survey.  To receive an electronic copy of  our survey, email me at 
brucekuzmanich@gmail.com.  You can complete the survey online from your phone, or computer.

What Do You Want to Experience?

Volunteers needed!
 If  you would like to volunteer contact 

either or both:
Land Manager, Victor Illichmann
Sunny Peace Prairie Project 
Manager, Norm Aulabaugh
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After Norm’s article 
about feeding the crows, 
it might be interesting to 
look at the book Gifts of  
the Crow.

I reviewed it a couple of  
years ago.  Neil

GIFTS OF THE 
CROW    by John Mar-
zluff  & Tony Angell     © 
2012  Free Press

 208 pages, 289 
pages with index, refer-
ences, notes and appendi-
ces

  Ava i lable 
at Hedberg Public Library, 
Janesville

   
Reviewed by Neil  
Deupree

How does a crow’s brain 
work?

It’s a complex question 
with complex answers.

The clues come from dozens of  examples of  the behavior of  corvids: crows, ravens, jays and magpies.  The 
stories and observations lead us to compare their intellect – and emotions (!) with our own.

The authors give examples of  how crows behave like humans and then describe how they can be explained by 
analyzing the physical structure of  the many parts of  their bird brains.

For example:         
•   A crow that calls dogs – and they come.
•   A crow that brings a candy heart to the human that feeds him.
•   Crows that grieve the death of  a comrade.
•   Crows that make and use tools to get food.
•   Crows that recognize a particular human being.  (Can we recognize individual crows without leg bands?)
•   Crows that hold a grudge against a certain person and teach other crows to harass that person.
See what I mean?
The authors go into great detail as they explain the parts of  a corvid’s brain.  They have appendices with 

illustrations.  Confession: I got to the point of  skipping over the physiological details in the text that seemed  
primarily aimed at neuropsychologists.

The case studies and the descriptions of  experiments are captivating, and invite me to look at the crows in our 
pine tree with a friendlier eye – and a sense of  commonality.

Note: Marzluff ’s raven research has been featured in PBS’s Nature: “Ravens.”  He also has a documentary film: 
“A Murder of  Crows.”

Note also:  Anyone have personal experiences with corvids that illustrate their ability to think? Please let us know.
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H See Events RCC, Page 7

UPCOMING EVENTS AND PROGRAMS , APRIL - JUNE  2019
APRIL PROGRAM—YAHARA RIVER CANOE/KAYAK TRIP
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019
Time: 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
Place: Meet at the parking lot of  Murwin County Park on county highway H in the village of  Fulton, WI.
You must make a reservation to participate in this outing by calling Dave Bendlin at 608-868-3824 by Friday, April 26th.
Coming southeast out of  the Madison lakes, the Yahara River flows through northern Rock County before it joins with the Rock River. The river is 

wide and usually shallow with a sand and gravel bottom and is usually easy to paddle. It is a good river for anyone who wants to try paddling a canoe 
or kayak for the first time.

This will be a good time of  the year to observe birds and other wildlife while we paddle down the river. Birds likely to be seen  
include cranes, herons, kingfisher, ducks, and geese. We might also see cormorants, osprey or even a bald eagle. In the past few years, participants 
observed an active bald eagle nest on this trip.

The trip should take about 3 hours. Bring along some snacks and something to drink; we’ll stop for a break along the way. Bring your own canoe 
or kayak if  you have one, but a small number of  free kayaks will be available for use if  you would like to try one out. Shuttles will be arranged among 
the participants so that you should be able to leave from the parking lot in Fulton at the end of  the trip.

May Programs: Spring Wildflower 
Hikes

For nature-lovers, there is no  
better way to celebrate the final 
arrival of  spring than hike in 
the forest and or prairie to 
observe the blooms of  spring  
wildflowers. On these walks, we’ll 
look for the blooms of  Dutchman’s 
breeches, hepaticas, violets, spring  
beauty, wild ginger, shooting star and  
anemones. Dependent on the yearly 
variation in bloom time, there may 
also be columbine, trilliums, Jack in 
the Pulpit and native orchids. Each 
of  the sites listed below contain 
some of  the best wildflower displays 

in Rock County.

MAY PROGRAM # 1 —SPRING WILDFLOWERS OF JANESVILLE’S RIVERSIDE PARK
Date: Sunday, May 05, 2019
Time: 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Place: Meet at the far north parking lot of  Janesville’s Riverside Park near the shelter next to the Devil’s Staircase segment 

of  the Ice Age trail.
This hike is cosponsored by the Friends of  Riverside Park.
After an initial steep climb up a staircase, the trail runs across slopes adjacent to the Rock River. The trail is narrow and the hiking  

difficulty is moderate. A hiking stick is recommended for all participants.

MAY PROGRAM #2—SPRING WILDFLOWERS OF CARVER PARK- ROEH L PARK
Date: Saturday, May 11, 2019
Time: 10:00 am to Noon
Place: Carver-Roehl County Park is located approximately 14 miles east of  Janesville on Carvers Rock Road, 4.5 miles south 

of  State Hwy 11/14. Meet at the far end of  the park near the large picnic shelter.
This 53-acre park is Rock County’s second oldest park and one of  its most scenic. Containing a spring-fed brook flowing along small limestone cliffs 

in a hardwood forest, the park harbors a wonderful diversity of  spring woodland wildflowers with part of  the park designated as a State Natural Area. 
Hiking: easy to moderate.

MAY PROGRAM # 3 —SPRING WILDFLOWERS OF AVON RIDGE & FOSLIN PRAIRIE
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2019
Time: 10:00 am to Noon
Place: Go west on Beloit-Newark road out of  Beloit and continue past Hwy. 81. Watch for Cox road on the right and then Timm 

Road on the left. Continue west on Beloit-Newark road beyond Timm Road, but watch for a sign and a small parking lot on the 
left. If  you come to the intersection with Nelson road, you’ve gone too far.

Photo Joni Denker
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Owned and managed by The Prairie Enthusiasts (TPE), this native prairie remnant contains a spectacular display of  spring-blooming prairie  
wildflowers with shooting stars, blue-eyed grass and puccoon in abundance. Hiking difficulty: easy to moderate.

MAY PROGRAM # 4 —SPRING WILDFLOWERS OF ANDRONE WOODS
Date: Sunday, May 19, 2019
Time: 1:00 to 3:00 pm
Place: Androne Woods is located at 7355 Cleophas Road in Newark Township, west of  Beloit. From Cleophas Road, drive 

south down a short dirt road and meet on the north edge of  the woods.
Androne Woods is a 16-acre parcel owned and managed by the Green-Rock Audubon society (GRAS). Because this 

section of  walnut and oak woods was never used for grazing, the woods preserve several species of  spring wildflowers and other 
plants no longer common to southern WI. The GRAS habitat restoration efforts have resulted in abundant displays of  common  
wildflowers such as false Solomon’s seal and wild geranium, but the woods also contain trilliums, orchids and ferns that are now considered rare 
species. Hiking is easy and there will be many opportunities to observe birds along with the wildflowers.

JUNE PROGRAM #1—NIGHT HIKE AT FAIR MEADOWS STATE NATURAL AREA
Date: Friday, June 14, 2019
Time: 8:45 to 11:00 pm
Place: Meet at the city of  Milton Public Library parking lot promptly at 8:45 pm. From there, we’ll carpool/caravan to the Fair 

Meadows State Natural Area north of  Milton with the hike taking place from 9-11 pm.
Fair Meadows is a 300- acre privately-owned State Natural Area with wide, easily hiked trails that wind through native and restored prairies, oak 

woodlands, ponds and wetlands adjacent to Lake Koshkonong.
During this night hike, we’ll walk the paths to see bats and fireflies, and hear the calls of  coyotes in the prairie, owls in the woods and the frogs, toads 

and night birds of  the ponds and marshes. The spectacular display of  fireflies at this site alone is worth the hike.
Participants should wear light-colored clothing appropriate for the forecasted temperatures and be prepared for mosquitoes with insect repellent 

ready. Some of  the trails may be damp, so wear shoes or boots that are OK to get slightly wet and/or muddy. Please leave your flashlights at home.
If  there is rain on Friday, we will try again at the same meeting place and time for Saturday, and reserve Sunday night to do the same if  we are also 

rained out on Saturday night.

JUNE PROGRAM #2—BIRD WATCHING/NATURE HIKE AT FAIR MEADOWS SNA
Date: Saturday, June 15, 2019
Time: 6:45 to 9:00 am
Place: Meet at the city of  Milton Public Library parking lot promptly at 6:45 am. From there, we’ll carpool/caravan to the Fair 

Meadows State Natural Area north of  Milton with the hike taking place from 7-9 am.
During this early morning hike, we’ll observe the wildflowers and wildlife of  the different habitats found here with an  

emphasis on bird watching. Last year’s participants observed many different types of  birds and got to see an active bald eagle nest.  
Participants should wear clothing appropriate for the forecasted temperatures and have some form of  insect repellent ready; a hat or cap is  
essential. Some of  the trails may be damp, so wear shoes or boots that are OK to get slightly wet and/or muddy. If  there is rain on Saturday morning, 
we will try again at the same meeting place and time on Sunday morning.

JUNE PROGRAM # 3 — A SOWLSTICE NIGHT HIKE AT ROCKPORT PARK
Date: Friday, June 21, 2019 (Rain dates June 22 or 23)
Time: 9:00 am to 11:00 pm
Place: Meet at the west end of  the parking lot next to the swimming pool in Rockport Park in Janesville.
This hike is cosponsored by the Friends of  Rockport Park.
During this early morning hike, we’ll observe the wildflowers and wildlife of  the different habitats found here with an  

emphasis on bird watching. Last year’s participants observed many different types of  birds and got to see an active bald eagle nest.  
Participants should wear clothing appropriate for the forecasted temperatures and have some form of  insect repellent ready; a hat or cap is  
essential. Some of  the trails may be damp, so wear shoes or boots that are OK to get slightly wet and/or muddy. If  there is rain on Saturday morning, 
we will try again at the same meeting place and time on Sunday morning.

All programs are free and open to the public. Donations are welcome. Contact Dave Bendlin at 608-868-3824 for more program details
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Norm Aulabaugh
Steve Reischel was the featured speaker at the Ned Hollister Bird Club on Sunday, March 10.  The meeting 

was held at the Welty Environmental Center located in Big Hill Park.  Steve’s presentation focused on his and his 
wife’s two week trip to Guyana which of  course, was primarily a bird trip.

The first thing we learned from Steve was not to confuse Guyana with Ghana.  Both countries lie just north of  
the equator, but Guyana is on the east coast of  South America while Ghana is on the west coast of  Africa.  We 
also learned that English is the official language of  Guyana.

Steve didn’t begin his talk with bird pictures, but rather with bird sound tracks.  Steve has done a lot of  work to 
procure audio equipment which is very directional and can draw out incredible bird calls that struck fear in the 
hearts of  the audience.  No one nodded off.  It was quite a demonstration of  fantastic bird calls.

Accommodations on the trip ranged from moderate to basic.  This was not a five star birding expedition.  But 
the bird sightings were all five star.  Steve said the guides were very knowledgeable and knew the areas where they 
traveled well.  If  I recall properly, Steve said he added between 100 and 200 birds to his list.  At times, the group 
literally walked on elevated suspension bridges between trees and viewed birds from platforms erected high up 
in the canopy of  the rain forest.  

The group of  10 birders traveled by bus and a small airplane to cover multiple locations making good use of  
their time in the country.  The country covers 83,000 square miles – for comparison, Wisconsin is 65,000 square 
miles.  Steve’s photographs were outstanding which contributed to an outstanding presentation.  Good job Steve!

Steve Reischel’s Ned Hollister Bird Club Program
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Your voice is an answer to the threat facing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program in 2019.
The Republican-controlled legislature and Governor Evers must agree to reauthorize funding for the Steward-

ship Program in the next state budget. 
Gathering Waters is a leader on this issue. Drawing on decades of  experience with protecting the Steward-

ship Program, we spent time last year laying a strong foundation for the 2019 budget battle. During the past 12 
months, we:

•  Retained professional lobbyists to be our eyes and ears in political circles to get us the right  
meetings, with the right people, at the right times

•  Organized a coalition and task force with over 20 like-minded organizations around  
reauthorization

•  Conducted statewide polling that verified land and water protection is very important to a vast majority of  
Wisconsinites regardless of  political affiliation

•  Hosted six advocacy forums around the state to answer questions and get people involved
•  Researched the best tools and tactics for influencing elected officials
These investments will play an essential role in the 2019 budget battle, but there’s a critical piece 

missing; your elected officials need to know funding land and water protection in Wisconsin is  
important to YOU.

We’ll make it easy for you to reach out to your elected officials. At key times during the budget debates, we will 
ask you to call or write your legislators. These personal contacts are often the most effective.

To stay up-to-date on what’s happening to the Stewardship Program, we invite you to join Team Knowles-
Nelson at  https://gatheringwaters.org/team-knowles-nelson

Wisconsin’s 
Elected  
Officials Need 
to Reauthorize 
the Knowles-
Nelson  
Stewardship 
Program in 
2019

Green-Rock Audubon has a direct interest in this issue.  We have been a recipient of  the Knowles-Nelson  
Stewardship Fund when we acquired land on Cleophas Road.  We are also hoping to use the Fund as we purchase 
the Taylor property at Cleophas and Brostuen in Beloit Township.  Please do what you can to encourage your 
legislators to renew the Fund.  The information below is from Gathering Waters, which G-RAS is a part of  and 
which advocates for Wisconsin land trusts.
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Young Naturalist

Early Robin’s nest with eggs.
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Join 
Green-Rock

Audubon Society
  Your Name: ____________________________________
  Your Mailing Address: ___________________________
  Your E-mail: ____________________________________
  Would you prefer to receive the newsletter electronically? ___

Two Ways to Join

___ I wish to join Green-Rock Audubon Society, I understand that I will not receive the Audubon Magazine, 
but all dues will go to G-RAS. Dues: $10 Senior or Student, $15 Single Membership, $20 Couple

 • To pay by mail, make checks payable to G-RAS, an e-mail this form along with the check to this address:
 Green-Rock Audubon
 Attn: John Meland
 8235 N. Oak Ridge
 Milton, WI 53563

 • To pay online visit https://www.greenrockaudubon.org/donate
___ I wish to join the National Audubon Society’s normal membership of  $35 per year which includes the 

Audubon Magazine. (Please visit http://audubon.org/ to complete this membership.)

Volunteering Interests
I would like to volunteer for...
 ___Whatever is Needed
 ___ Burning
 ___ Brushing
 ___ Spraying
 ___ Seed Collecting
 ___ Planting

Volunteer Coordinator:
Victor Illichmann
viccarol@sbcglobal.net
608.752.8342

I can volunteer at:
 ___ Whenever is Needed
 ___ Androne Woods
 ___ Cleophas Reserve
 ___ Spring Creek Reserve
 ___ Gabower-Reilly 
      Reserve
 ___ The Pond (Janesville)

Times I can usually volun-
teer:

 ___ Monday
 ___ Tuesday
 ___ Wednesday
 ___ Thursday
 ___ Friday
 ___ Saturday
 ___ Sunday

Donate Beyond Membership
I would like to donate to...
 ___ Whatever is Needed
 ___ Purchasing 
        Herbicides
 ___ Purchasing Spray
        Equipment
I want my donation to  

support G-RAS’s efforts to 
manage or maintain...

___ Androne Woods & Reserves
___ Cleophas Reserve
___ Spring Creek Reserve
___ Gabower-Reilly Reserve
___ Forest Prairie Park  

(Monroe)
(Please mail checks according to 

the directions above or visit our web-
site.)
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Membership Form 
Inside

Green-Rock Audubon Society (GRAS) 
membership for one year with quarterly  
newsletter Green Rock Naturalist from Green 
Rock Audubon Society (all dues go to GRAS).

•  Senior or Student membership  $10

•  Single person membership  $15

• Couples membership  $20

@GRAudubon, #GreenRockAudubon 
www.facebook.com/greenrockaudubon 

www.greenrockaudubon.org

Board of  Directors
To contact the directors e-mail gras@greenrockaudubon.org

President, Neil Deupree: 608.752.8342
Vice President, Sharon Bishop

Secretary, John Watrous
Treasurer, John Meland

Director, Joni Denker
Director, Dennis Rogers

Director, Grace Burns
Land Manager, Victor Illichmann

Sunny Peace Prairie Project Manager, Norm Aulabaugh
Membership Chair, Steve Reischel

Education Chair, Nadine Whiteman
Program Chair, Bruce Kuzmanich

Volunteer!
Join the Board

Curious about becoming a board member? Visit! Or  
contact a board member to talk. Board meetings occur every 
first Wednesday of  the month at 7:00 p.m. at the Brodhead 
Public Library.

Get Active & Save the Planet
Volunteer to restore habitats! Donate a few hours a 

week or a few hours here and there. G-RAS always need 
help planting trees, eradicating species, collecting seeds,  
mowing trails, and clearing brush. You’ll be rewarded by the 
visible increase in biodiversity and by your own health.

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties


