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Our Scholarship Recipient says Thank You

Letter from the President

I can’t thank you enough for the honor  
of  receiving the Green-Rock Audubon  
Scholarship.  It means so much to me that you felt 
that I was deserving.  I feel very strongly about your  
mission to restore and protect the environment so 

that makes this scholarship mean even more to me.  
I’m trying to pay for college on my own, working 
hard each summer to save money towards tuition, 
so your generosity helps more than you know! 

My first year as a freshman at the University of   
Wisconsin-La Crosse is going very well so far.  The 
campus is beautiful, I have made many friends and 
enjoy my classes.  I was pleasantly surprised to find 
out they have a farmer’s market so I went to that last 
weekend.  Thanks for helping to make my first year 
even better!

Sincerely,  Holly Barnett

Hello GRAS members and friends! I wanted to take 
this opportunity to introduce myself  and share my  
perspective of  the work we’ll be taking on over the next 
few months.

I’m a Beloit native and US Army combat veteran. I 
traveled for a few years with my family before finding 
my way back to WI to start my college career. I didn’t 
realize what I wanted to be when I grew up until I was 
28! I got my Associated Degree from UW Rock County 
with an emphasis on the natural sciences, my interests 
have always circled around biology and geology. After 
taking an Ornithology course there I started to search 
around Rock County for birding sites online and that’s 
when I found Green-Rock Audubon! Shortly thereafter 
I was volunteering for Victor learning how to restore 
our properties and about all of  the special plant species 
they were protecting. I then moved on to Beloit College 
where I earned my BS in Environmental Geology with 
a minor in Biology in 2015. 

I began working immediately at the Rockford 
Park District as a Restoration Ecologist following  
graduation and geology field camp. I’m now the  
district’s Conservation Supervisor where I manage 
our 1,500+ acres of  natural areas, which include high 
quality prairies, wetlands, woodlands, savannas, and a 
state nature preserve. A large part of  the Rockford Park 
District’s culture embodies the “One Team One Goal” 

commitment, which is something I hope to carry over 
into GRAS and other conservation minded groups in 
Green and Rock counties through partnerships. 

Over the last year GRAS board members have been 
learning about strategic planning and how it can help 
us move our organization into the future. We’ve looked 
closely at where GRAS has been, where we are now, 
and where we want to go into the future. I’m very much 
looking forward to working closely with our board 
members and volunteers to implement these strategic 
plans over the next year! Some of  these plans include 
strengthening our current committees, writing land 
management plans for contingency into the future, 
increasing fundraising for land purchases, and increas-
ing volunteers. 

When I’m not working or volunteering I enjoy  
spending my time with my kids teaching them about 
our natural world, photography, and my new found 
hobby of  disc golf ! Many of  my photos can be found 
on the GRAS website, newsletters, and brochures. I’ve 
also donated several photos for other local conservation 
organizations to use on signage and publications. 

Thank you for having me as your new GRAS board 
president, and I look forward to the work we will be 
doing in the very near future!
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The Advocacy Report: News We Can Use
By Susan Amber Johnson

   On October 10, 2019, at precisely 10:01 AM 
EST, timed for simultaneous distribution, the  
National  Audubon Society released its report , “Survival  
by Degrees: 389 Bird Species on the Brink.”  The 
study utilized 140 million observations recorded by  
scientists and birders to describe the ranges of  604 
North American bird species.  Scientists then used 
current climate models to predict how each species 
range would change as a result of  temperature rise, 
and other climate changes.  An important takeaway 
from the findings is that there are significant differ-
ences between 1 and 3 degrees Celsius of  global warm-
ing.  The web site, https://www.audubon.org/climate/
survivalbydegrees, features interactive maps depicting 
range shifts of  various bird species due to an average 
1.5, 2, and 3 degrees Celsius of  warming.  For example,  
bobolinks will disappear from southern and  
central Wisconsin with a 1.5 degree Celsius shift higher.   
And, with an additional 1.5 degrees Celsius higher 
temperature, the entire state loses its bobolinks.  Bird 
species at risk include many of  our common backyard 
birds, like the American Robin, and the Goldfinch!  
This fact should sound the alarm for us all!  

What to do? Nearly, 150 species would no longer  
be vulnerable to extinction from climate change, if   
we held our carbon levels to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels.  Okay, so, what to do?  
There is much we can all do at a personal and local  
community level to reduce fossil fuel use, and indeed, all 
energy.  First, and foremost, reduce personal and family  
consumption.  Particularly, if  we are living middle class 
lives, or higher in the United States, we don’t use as 
much as we already have!  The mantra to be repeated 
every morning is this; “we cannot have infinite growth 
on a finite planet.”  How can we make do with what 
we already have?  Hand-in-hand with reduce is reuse.  
If  it’s broken, fix it.  It it’s torn, mend it.  Use your 
creativity to transform used products for new purposes.  
Too many of  us are storing things in closets, we don’t 
ever use, or even realize we still have.  Time to clean 
out those closets.  It’s high time to share more of  our 
things with others.  Not only can we donate more, but 
also lend our things more.  If  I have a rake and I’m not 
using it right now, I can lend it to a neighbor who needs 
it.  When we do have a real need, we might head to  
salvage and second-hand shops first, before visiting 
retail.  All food for thought before heading into this 
holiday season.  Old school wisdom is contemporary 

wisdom.

Second, support every effort in your community to 
adopt renewable energy.  At its September 17 meeting, 
the Sustainable Janesville Committee recommended 
sending Resolution # 2019-1697 to the City Council 
for its consideration in joining the WI DNR Green 
Tier Legacy Community charter.  There are 26 other  
Wisconsin communities, both municipalities and  
counties, currently in the Green Tier Legacy charter. 
Currently, the charter impacts about one million people 
in the state.  At its October 14 meeting, the Janesville    
City Council authorized the City to join the program.

As a green tier community, Janesville will continually 
reduce its carbon footprint by gradually embracing more 
and more renewable energy throughout its departments.  
The Sustainable Janesville Committee will support  
their efforts in every way needed.  It will help find  
incentives for businesses to make the transition to  
renewables, too.  Ultimately, we need to distribute  
production of  electricity among households and  
businesses.  Community-based, microgeneration of  
energy are needed to reduce our carbon emissions at 
levels sufficient to conserve our birds.  By being part of  
the Green Tier Community, Janesville will have access  
to resources shared among its members, including 
information as to available grants.  The Green Tier  
designation will earn Janesville a preference for  
receiving grants in the future.  Residents around  
the state can encourage their own communities, or 
counties, to sign onto the WI Green Tier Legacy  
charter. 

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties
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A holiday gift idea
Norman Aulabaugh

I’m a klutz.  I never know what to get my wife, Carol, 
for Christmas.  There is a legend at the Aulabaugh 
household about the Christmas when I gave Carol a 
Kirby Vacuum cleaner.  I thought it was a beautiful 
blue color and that the wide variety of  attachments 
would thrill any woman.  Carol didn’t think so.  If  there 
was an Olympic Kirby Hurling event, Carol would win 
the gold.

I remember the lyrics to “I Yust Go Nuts at  
Christmas.” The song was sung by Harry Stewart 
best known for his portrayal of  Yogi Yorgesson, a  
comically exaggerated Swedish American klutz.  “I’ll 
look at nightgowns for my wife, those black ones 
trimmed in red. But I won’t know her size and so she’ll 
get a carpet sweeper instead!”

So what do you get for your wife, or anyone else 
whose size you don’t know, but who has an interest in 
birds.  A bird book!  I’m not kidding.

For the Birds, an Uncommon Guide, written by 
Laura Erickson and illustrated by Jeff  Sonstegard 
makes a wonderful gift.  The book is published by 
Pfeifer-Hamilton.  Carol got me one for Christmas in 
1994.  I loved it.

The book is billed as being an appointment with 
nature.  There is a page for each day of  each month.  
At the bottom of  each page is a small space to record 
notes.  I wouldn’t deface this book by writing in it! 

Laura Erickson is a licensed bird rehabilitator.  She 
is a past president of  the Duluth Audubon Society.  
Laura hosts a popular radio program, “For the Birds.”   
Careful, these notes are from the jacket of  my 1994 
copy so these particulars concerning the author are 
definitely out of  date.  But I checked, the book is still 
in print and can be obtained at your favorite bookstore 
or on-line.  

The magic is what Laura records on the page for 
each date.  February 11; “Eskimos called the Boreal 
Owl, ‘the blind one,’ believing only blindness could 
make it so amazingly tame. Kim Eckert phones one 
morning.  A friend has discovered a Boreal Owl not far 
from town, and knows I need it for my life list.  I grab 
my jacket and binoculars and rush to the car, boots 
unlaced. Five birders are gathered on Vada’s driveway.  
One does a little dance – the bird is still there.”

I kept the book on the kitchen table for all of  1994.  
Each morning, I read the page for that date.  I loved 
the book.  A few years later, I put it on the table again, 
and again, and again.
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A little snow on the prairie

Photo Norman Aulabaugh
The soybean field is in the foreground.  The CRP acres 
are in the background on top of the hill.  The metal stake 
is one of many markers placed on the border of the six-
teen acres so Tallgrass will know where to plant.

Norman Aulabaugh

The sixteen acres of  Area One at the Sunny Peace 
Prairie are scheduled to be planted to prairie grasses 
and forbs this year.  This area contains seven acres in 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) planted to 
cool season grasses, and nine acres which is part of  a 
larger soy bean field. 

Preparation work was begun last April when the 
cool season grasses on the top of  the big hill were 
burned.  Later, brush on this hill was ground to 
a pulp with a forestry mower.  The brush had to 
be removed to prevent it from snagging the spray 
boom of  the tractor which applied herbicides three 
times throughout the summer to further eradicate 
unwanted grasses and weeds. Finally, after numerous 
delays due to wet fields, the soy beans were harvested.   
We were ready to plant.  Tallgrass Restoration set 
November 11 as the date to plant.   

The Conservation Reserve Program used to be called 
the “soil bank.”  We woke up on the morning of  
November 11 to a snow bank.  I like to tell people, that 
in Wisconsin, we have eleven months of  winter and 
then one month of  poor sledding.  

Jordan Rowe, Tallgrass Project Ecologist does not 
seem worried.  Jordan says some “frost” in the ground 

at the time of  planting is OK.  The prairie seed mixture 
is planted with a special seed drill designed to handle 
the small prairie seed and maximize seed contact with 
the soil.  A November planting is the preferred time to 
plant a prairie mixture as many of  the seeds need to go 
through a winter dormancy to germinate in the spring.  
If  we have a spring!

Photo Norman Aulabaugh
Charles Wells, who leases the crop land at the Sunny 
Peace Prairie, harvests his soybeans so we can plant 
the prairie seed mix in area one. 

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties



Prepared by Victor Illichmann

Land Management Committee Using a  
committee format we should be able to spread the 
work load and accomplish more. Art Burns and I will  
concentrate on our 4 core properties,  Dean Paynter 
the Bass Creek Landing, and Fred Faessler Forest 
Prairie Park. Joni will have enough to keep her busy 
as president. We need someone on our committee to 
work with The Pond in Janesville and someone for our 
nature trail and bluebird trail.

Androne Woods For our Garlic Mustard/Brat 
Event we had to switch gears. The garlic mustard  
was scattered and tough to find so we worked at  
clearing fallen trees and brush so we can find the  
garlic mustard next spring. We also stood up some 
of  the tree protectors that had been blown over. If  
you weren’t there you missed a good work day and  
delicious brats. We used Dave Dummer’s tire rim and 
cooked on an open fire. That really helps the flavor. We 
are grateful for our collaboration with Rock County  
Conservationists.

Until 2008 we had so much buckthorn that there was 
no tree regeneration. Subsequently we killed the shade 
tolerant trees. We now have good regeneration of  red 
oak, hickory, hazelnut, and elderberry. Unfortunately, 
we also have regeneration of  elm, hackberry, and  
raspberry. We have had to plant white oak, service 
berry, and fire cherry.  Since 2008 we have been  

torching garlic mustard spring and fall. It is now time 
to switch gears and torch only in the spring. We need 
to continue working on the fallen trees and raspberries 
spring and fall so we can find the garlic mustard and 
actually get to it. During even years we will need to 
basal bark treat unwanted woody invasives.

The ground cover is spectacular. Along with the 
yellow lady slipper orchids and maiden hair ferns we 
have banks of  joe-pye weed, white hyssop, cranesbill, 
solomon’s plume, and woodland sunflower. There are 
other ferns, patches of  dwarf  meadow rue, woodland 
anemones, yellow wood violets, trilliums, and sedges 
and woodland grasses. Come and enjoy through the 
season.

Cleophas Reserve We have canary grass and 
weeds to work on so we can seed 10 acres here to  
prairie vegetation next fall. We have 3 bat shelters 
placed.

Gabower-Reilly Reserve Next year is an even 
year so we need to basal bark treat as many woody 
invasives as we can. We are looking at getting an EQIP 
Contract to over seed approximately 20 acres across 
the south end of  this property to prairie vegetation in  
the fall of  2022. Come and enjoy the succession of  
blossoming through the season.

Spring Creek Reserve We will continue removing 
fallen trees and brush so we can do prairie seeding east 
of  the creek and in the 7.9 acre field west of  the creek 
in the fall of  2022.
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G-RASLands Winter 2019 Report

You have probably guessed already.
We appreciate the encouragement you have given 

G-RAS over the years, and we want to make it easy for 
you to continue that support.

Our local memberships begin in January.   
See the enclosed form for more information. If  you 
receive the Audubon Magazine, you are automatically 
a member of  our chapter.  

We are glad for extra contributions for our  
mission of  land conservation and habitat  
protection.

You have helped us make our environment more bird 
friendly – and more human friendly.

Thanks again.

What is this envelope for?
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Join 
Green-Rock

Audubon Society
  Your Name: ____________________________________
  Your Mailing Address: ___________________________
  Your E-mail: ____________________________________
  Would you prefer to receive the newsletter electronically? ___

Two Ways to Join

___ I wish to join Green-Rock Audubon Society, I understand that I will not receive the Audubon Magazine, 
but all dues will go to G-RAS. Dues: $10 Senior or Student, $15 Single Membership, $20 Couple

 • To pay by mail, make checks payable to G-RAS, and mail this form along with the check to this address:
 Green-Rock Audubon
 Attn: Treasurer
 P.O. Box 1986
 Janesville, WI 53547-1986

 • To pay online visit https://www.greenrockaudubon.org/donate
___ I wish to join the National Audubon Society’s normal membership of  $35 per year which includes the 

Audubon Magazine. (Please visit http://audubon.org/ to complete this membership.)
Volunteering Interests
I would like to volunteer for...
 ___Whatever is Needed
 ___ Burning
 ___ Brushing
 ___ Spraying
 ___ Seed Collecting
 ___ Planting

Volunteer Coordinator:
Victor Illichmann
viccarol@sbcglobal.net
608.752.8342

I can volunteer at:
 ___ Whenever is Needed
 ___ Androne Woods
 ___ Cleophas Reserve
 ___ Spring Creek Reserve
 ___ Gabower-Reilly 
      Reserve
 ___ The Pond (Janesville)

Times I can usually volun-
teer:

 ___ Monday
 ___ Tuesday
 ___ Wednesday
 ___ Thursday
 ___ Friday
 ___ Saturday
 ___ Sunday

Donate Beyond Membership
I would like to donate to...
 ___ Whatever is Needed
 ___ Purchasing 
        Herbicides
 ___ Purchasing Spray
        Equipment
I want my donation to  

support G-RAS’s efforts to 
manage or maintain...

___ Androne Woods & Reserves
___ Cleophas Reserve
___ Spring Creek Reserve
___ Gabower-Reilly Reserve
___ Forest Prairie Park  

(Monroe)
(Please mail checks according to 

the directions above or visit our web-
site.)
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Membership Form 
Inside

Green-Rock Audubon Society (G-RAS) 
membership for one year with quarterly  
newsletter Green Rock Naturalist from Green 
Rock Audubon Society (all dues go to G-RAS).

•  Senior or Student membership  $10

•  Single person membership  $15

• Couples membership  $20

@GRAudubon, #GreenRockAudubon 
www.facebook.com/greenrockaudubon 

www.greenrockaudubon.org

Board of  Directors
To contact the directors e-mail greenrockaudubon@gmail.com

President, Joni Denker 
Vice President, Sharon Bishop

Secretary, Norm Aulabaugh
Treasurer, Vacant

Director, Grace Burns
Director, Fred Faessler

Director, Carol Aulabaugh
Director, Neil Deupree

Director, John Patterson
Land Manager, Victor Illichmann

Sunny Peace Prairie Project Manager, Norm Aulabaugh
Membership Chair, Steve Reischel

Advocacy Chair, Susan Johnson

G-RAS has received word that the DNR has signed 
off  on the possible contamination for the site with “No 
Action Required”.  The owners have made progress in 
clearing the property of  tires and old farm equipment.  
More work needs to be done.  The closing date has 
been extended to January 31.

Taylor property update

Serving Lafayette, Green,  
& Rock Counties


